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DANTAPURA AND PALORU IN NORTHERN 

GANJAM 

5 )' C E, A, Wh Oluhak, c.s.i. 

Mr. Jayagwai has published, at pp, 13 7-} 8 
(Vol XXI, ft. HI). a translation by the Iste Professor 
Sylvain Levi of a passage from Anqnetil Dupciron N s 
description, of Ills adventurous journey from Bengal 
to Pondicherry in ryj?, in which he mentions an 
(Port. aldsa, a ‘village') named “Palnot™ between 
the Chiika lake and Ganjitn. This is the existing 
village Of HlOm at the northern citremity of the 
Ganjiim district, about 6 miles N.E, of Ganfam town, 
When Professor L£vl wrote Ms note on “Palmira- 
DantSpura” in J. A ^ come CCVI (Jam-March rgzj'-) 

1 TiiLiilired by S. M, Ed^aicks in I. A, LY pp- 



3 nirt7.Arc.lRA AMD PALL'fcSJ [ j, n, o. IU 5, 

he had possibly not Seen Hcruy Yule's notes at p r 
23 of Dr. Smith's Atlas rf Axiitn} Gtegrdphy 1 - on the 
"‘sources and authodties” for the map of Ancient 
.India prepared by him for chat Atlas „ in which he 
had, alone than fifty years earlier, already indicated 
that Ptolemy's "Paloura' r (Bh, L } Chap, I) probably 
represented this, very site. Yule also pointed out that 
the site had been referred bo by dc Barros in his 
Decada 1 (his* published in tjjz) and by Linschoten 
(whose material was collected, prior to rjpi). 

Unfortunately most of the towns and civets bet- 
ween the K&vEr] and the Canges named by Ptolemy 
have not yet been satisfactorily identified, due to some 
extent to a reluctance to accept Lassen’s conclusion 
due the Manactaj, Mandas or Maud a of Ptolemy was 
the Mafia nadi; but there am be little or no douhe 
that his Palouta was close to the modern Gan] am* 
where the village of PalGru still lies. The site was 
known to most of the old Lumpcan cartographers, 
and figures as "Mhor/’ nr in some, similar form, in 
the maps, for Instance, of Ortdius, Hondius, Speed, 
Cluveiius, Mariette,, Dudley (Arc ax# ddk M eri), Blaeu, 
Sanson, and Vignola, to mention only a few of those 
published in the nSth and 17th centuries. 

As Lm&Ehflten's reference to die place is the most 
useful in dome ways, I give below a translation of the 
relevant passage from the French edition of bis Grand 
Krntier di Mtr, which was published at .Amsterdam in 

1 Att Atltii $f Anrivst Gwff-apbj, cd. by William Smith, 
London, t 3- y.| . 

J La Grand Rc.iVuW A Mir d? ftwi Httg&s ds Lmsshvt Hilhmfoit 
irpdxjj df Fi'a.wwir ik PhffljsjV. Amsterdam, t&jS- 




